
  Methodist Preschool News   
  January 1, 2019   

      Reminder: No School January 21, M. L. King Day 
      Lunch Bunch and Early Bird forms are now on our web site 

From the Director 
Happy New Year!  Thank you to everyone who participated in the Dove Food Collection in December. Your 
generous contributions helped to make the holiday brighter for families near us.  Our next initiative will be warm 
blankets for the homeless. A box will be available in the lobby for any spare blankets you have to offer. 
 
We are happy to welcome the Campbell family and the DeVilliers family to Methodist Preschool.  Levi Campbell 
has joined the 4 Day Pre-K and Andries DeVilliers has joined the 5 Day Pre-K.   
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place in January.  Sign-up sheets will be posted outside the classrooms and 
on-line for you to access.  Face to face conferences will take place during the school day with both teachers 
present when possible. If the times and days pose a problem with your work schedule, let me or your child’s 
teacher know and we will make accommodations that work for everyone. Please read the attached letter that 
discusses our assessment process and practice prior to your conference.   
 
An important New Canaan Cares program titled Kindergarten Transition will be held on Jan. 10,, 9:30 at East 
School.  
 
Methodist Parent Coffee and Discussion Group will meet on January 24, 11:00 in Wesley Lounge. Join Yasmin 
Dorrian for an insightful talk on setting limits with your preschooler. Bring any challenges or questions to this 
forum for discussion.  All are welcome! 
 
Registration is underway for the 2019 school year.  Forms are available in the office and on the table in the 
lobby.  Current families receive priority placement, so in order to secure your spot you need to submit a 
registration application.  If you have any questions about your child’s placement for next year, please reach out.  
 
Winter weather warnings are on the way…we follow the public school closing and delay protocol.  The only 
difference, a delay is always a 10:00 am start for our students; we will always close when the public schools 
close for safety reasons. This information is posted on our web site; mnskids.org. 

 
From The Methodist Parent Committee 
Hello and Happy New Year from the United Methodist Parent Committee!  We hope everyone enjoyed time 
with family over the holiday break. 
 
We have some fun events lined up for the early part of 2019.  Keep an eye out for more information regarding a 
Parent Social at Gates, a movie morning at Bow Tie Playhouse, and a discounted shopping event at Crew Cuts.  If 
anyone would like to take the lead coordinating or volunteer to help with the upcoming events, please reach out 
to Julie Deasy or Sarah Culbertson and thanks! 
 

 
 

Continue to scroll down for Assessment letter… 



 

Dear Parents, 

One of our “quality in education” goals is to maintain great communication with our families about our program 
and all the educational components that make up your child’s experience.  Most of the information that you will 
need to understand the day to day running of the school is found in our parent handbook.   This letter is to help 
you to know more about how the assessment process works. 
 
My hope is that this will provide you with an understanding about the standards that are used in the assessment 
process and how the process works.  As for the standards, the State of Connecticut Department of Education has 
published the Connecticut Preschool Curriculum Framework.  The framework covers four domains of 
development including: personal and social development, physical development, cognitive development and 
creative expressive/aesthetic development. 
The children are assessed both formally and informally throughout the year. 
 
Each day the teachers plan activities that encourage and support children as they develop skills in all four of 
those areas.  Each day the teachers observe individual children and record the progress they are making.  For 
example, a teacher may see a child dump out a basket of colorful buttons and explore them for several days in a 
row.  Then one day the teacher will observe that the child is sorting and grouping the buttons by color and or 
shape.  This indicates to the teacher that the child is progressing in cognitive in the area of mathematics. 
 
Teachers keep an individual portfolio for each child.  In the portfolio, teachers gather evidence in the forms of 
photographs, samples of the child’s work, anecdotal records and check lists.  All of this information will help us 
to chart children’s progress across all developmental areas.  In addition, gathering this information helps 
teachers to decide what areas to focus on as they develop lesson plans for the group and individual children. 
 
We will share the information in the portfolio with you at the formal parent teacher conferences that are 
scheduled for January.  If you have any questions about your child’s progress, please feel free to contact your 
classroom teacher.  If you are interested, a copy of the Connecticut Preschool Curriculum Framework is kept in 
the office.  You are welcome to look at it or to go to the State of CT website and view it there. 
 
Sincerely,  
Carol Hammond 
Preschool Director 
 

 


