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From the Director    I would like to welcome Vanessa and Jake Burns to Methodist and to New Canaan.  
Their son William will be joining the Discovery Three’s class for the remainder of this school year, and Jack will 
be joining our Terrific Two’s class in the Fall. 
 
Thanks so much to everyone who participated in our parent survey. We received some excellent feedback. Here 
are the results: 
99% reported that their child enjoys preschool tremendously, 1% somewhat enjoys preschool 
96% reported that they feel a strong sense of belonging, 4% some belonging 
97% reported strong support for their child’s emotional development, 2% moderate 1% not at all 
98% reported motivating classroom lessons and activities, 1% somewhat, 1 % not at all 
97% reported consideration for individual learning styles of students as very well, 3% moderately well 
98% reported that teachers are very respectful to parents and students, 2% moderately respectful 
98% reported that teachers respond very quickly to questions and concerns. 2% moderately quickly 
98% reported great quality of communication, 2% reported moderate communication 
99% reported that the administration is very caring and professional, 1% reported somewhat  
98% reported the preschool meets the objectives of developing the whole child, 1% somewhat, 1% not at all         
98% reported that they would recommend the preschool, 1% somewhat likely, and 1% not at all 
 
The suggestions by parents become action items for us!  Here are some of the changes that we will be working 
on; more fruits and vegetables offered at snack time, after school sports and enrichment programs beginning 
next year, and continuing to support the new Methodist Parent Committee. We truly welcome the feedback, so 
just because the survey is done, feel free to reach out with any other ideas or concerns you have. 
 
We have attached two articles that will explain much of our teaching philosophy and why we tend to omit 
certain activities seen as typical in a preschool curriculum. Meaningful learning, developmental appropriateness 
and respecting the needs of our youngest students will always be our greatest commitment.   
 
I am happy to give our families an update on our beloved Ms. Colman.  First, she misses everyone terribly, and 
secondly she has settled into her new job in Stamford as an Operations Manager with Synapse/Meredith. We 
will try to get her back for a visit before the school year is over.  According to her, corporate life is not as fun and 
joyful as preschool, but not many jobs are! 
 
A friendly reminder, Mini-camp and Terrific Two’s Summer Extension registration forms are due.  Forms are 
available in the office and can also be downloaded from our website, mnskids.org under Parent Resources. 
 
There is a yellow donation box located in the lobby.  Each year we collect crayons, markers, coloring books, and 
journals for children of all ages who are living in homeless shelters in our area.  Inspirica provides them with a 
place to live, and we try to help by providing them with something of their own in these difficult circumstances. 
 
The next Parent Discussion Group will be on April 11 at 10:45.  Bunny Potts, a well-respected speaker and family 
consultant in New Canaan will be here to lead the discussion on Sibling Rivalry. All are welcome!   
 



The Week of the Young Child, April 8 - 12 is an annual celebration hosted by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC). During the month of April to highlight The Week of the Young Child and 
the strong connection between our two organizations, our student’s art work will be on display at the New 
Canaan Library. Stop by and take a look! 

 

From The Methodist Parent Committee 
 
Thank you to all the families who participated in our first Methodist Movie Morning in March.  We had 
a great turnout and hope the children enjoyed an old classic and the overall popcorn experience! And 
congrats to the Methodist Parent Trivia team aka "Breaking Bad" who took second place at Gates last 
month! It was a fun night out and also nice to know we still retained some of our pre-kid knowledge!  
 
Spring brings many events so please mark your calendars. On Wednesday, April 3 from 6-7 p.m. we 
are hosting an evening of private shopping at J.Crew. Come browse with a discount and personal stylist 
on hand, then head across the street to Uncorked for a night out. A percentage of the sales comes back to 
benefit the preschool. 
 
Also, similar to the book swap held in the Fall, we are having a clothing swap this month. Starting 
Monday, April 1 please bring in any kids formal wear or outdoor wear (all sizes) in good condition. 
Drop off will be in the coatroom (see the flyer that went home with all the details). Starting Monday, 
April 8 we will be swapping items for a suggested $1 donation per item. Have fun cleaning out those 
closets and shopping for new ones!  
 
The annual Parent Social will be held at the home of Ellen and Grey Newhouse house on Friday, April 
26. This is a wonderful night to mingle with friends and celebrate the near completion of another school 
year.  It also serves as a fundraiser for our school, where gift baskets contributed by each class as well as 
silent auction items will be on hand for bidding.  All proceeds go toward UMPS scholarships and 
classroom enhancements. 
 
Looking ahead to May, there is great enthusiasm for “Run Like a Mother,” the 5k race on Mother’s 
Day!  If you would like to participate in the run/walk in Ridgefield, please sign up through their website. 
The cost is $35 and all participants are met at the finish line with a medal and a rose.  Come celebrate 
being a mom with a great community of women. 
 
Lastly, if you are interested in participating on the UMPS Parent Committee for next year please contact 
Sarah Culbertson or Julie Deasy. We will also be sending a note out with all the details but please 
consider volunteering - we need you!  
 
 


